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cannot be denied because tbe word ot God plainly 
says bo, and we shall maintain that the water wat 
neither sprinkled nor poured on them but that they 
were buried or immersed in the water, is evident 
from all scripture that bears upon this question. 
In order to forever settle the point at issue we will 
put Paul and Christ and Peter on the witness 
stand. The first to be examined is the Apostle 
Psul. Paul, we find from the record thst John 
baptized in tbe river, Mark 1 : 6 and Philip and 
the Eunuch both went down into tbe water. Acts 
8 : 38. Now Paul, how are we baptized alter we 
go down into the water, is tbe question we want 
settled. Is it done by sprinkling, pouring or im- 
mersion ? Enow ye not (if you dpn't you ought 
to) that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Christ were baptized into his death. Therefore 
we are buried with him (it seems that brother B 
and C were not) by baptism into death. Ro- 
mans 6 : 3, 4. For if we have been planted to- 
gether (again it seems that Bro. B and C were not) 
in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection. Romans 6 : 4, 5. 
In this quotation the Apostle fully defines how 
John and others baptized those that went into the 
water with them. Paul emphatically says they 
were buried, t planted in tbe likeness of Christ's 
death. 

Now we will let the Savior speak. Oh Lord we 
are in a great deal of trouble, we find that John 
baptized in the river and that Philip and the Eunuch 
went down into the water. Now one of the pic- 
tures says that John dipp*d up the water with a 
horn and poured it on their heads. But the Apos- 
tle Paul says they were buried, planted. Now 
Lord, what do you say ? What do I say 'i Why, 
except a man be born of the water and of the spirit 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. John 
3:5. So here we find that the evidence of Paul 
and Christ agrees exactly. Paul says they were 
buried, planted, then he says we arise to walk in 
newness of life. The Savior says we must be born 
of water which word expresses all that Paul's bur- 
ied, planting and arising to walk in newness of life 
expresses. The word born conveys the idea of be- 
ing, concealed and coming forth, and as applied to 
the new creature ; also a walking in newness of 
life. Paul further taught that the Collosians were 
buried with him (Christ) in baptism, wherein also 
ye are risen with him through faith of the operation 
of God. Col. 2: 12 j and in Hebrews, 10th chap, 
and 22nd verse, Paul again says, having our bodies 
washed with pure water. Thus we see that the 
apostles taught the same thing: in «H of the church- 
es. 1 Cor. 4:17. 

The audience was now dismissed by Bro. D. 
distributing several pamphlets written by Dr. 
Brandus, of Richmond, Virginia, over the signa- 
ture of Wickhff, and was a reply to one, Dr. Rice, 
on the subject of Christian baptism. All agreed 
to meet in two weeks, giving ample time for read- 
iug and reflection. 


Constitution. 

The last No. of the Evangelist, contains a 
proposed constitution for the regulation of the 
conferences of the Brethren church. 

I believe that the young should listen to the 
councils of the old, hot when "mature mind's" en- 
deavor to heap "burdens grievous to be borne" up- 
on those who will have to take up the future work 
of the church, it becomes the duty of the young to 
rise and vindicate their rights. Perhaps I am 
unduly vigilant, but look upon a constitution, 
other than that which we have (the Bible) with 
about aa much admiration as the ancient reformers 
did the "bulls" and "decrees" of the pope. What 
do we need another "constitution" for ? Can we 
not run our conventions just like all other great 
conventions and religious assemblies are conduct- 
ed, or must we have a new system of parliamentary 
rule? 

The leading subject that needs legislation upon, 
is the one relative to the way of being represented 
at the conferences. This can be settled at the 
"convention," by a simple resolution to the effect, 
that hereafter all district and general conferences 
be represented by delegates from the different con- 
gregations of the Brethren church. It also could 
designate the number of members that would be 
entitled to a delegate. Then when we meet in 
conference we could have our temporary organiza- 
tion just like any other deliberative body, appoint 
a committee on credentials to wait upon the dele- 
gates, so soon as said committee could report, 
would be ready for a permanent organization which 
could be effected in a very short time, when would 
be ready for business. 
Tbii system every school boy could apprehend 


and as a general thing understand. It is taught 
at Ashland College and why not use it ? Yes but 
you say every organization has a "constitution" 
very true. I claim we have the grandest and most 
complete "constitution" of any organization on the 
face of the earth and can we improve that which is 
complete ? Why not let "well enough alone ?" 
andjbusy ourselves trying to fulfill the requirements 
of our "constitutions,' and by-laws without en- 
deavoring to establish another one. The age in 
which each succeeding conference is held will reg- 
ulate the manner of holding it If we adopt a 
constitution, then instead of keeping pace with the 
times, we will remain back in the old rutB and five 
years hence tbe time, in conference, that should be 
taken up in discussing subjects of importance, 
would be taken in endeavoring to show up tbe 
fallacies of the "constitution." Some would 
claim that it was an unnecessary piece of machin 
ery while others would hold that it was the /way 
our father's did and so was right, just like A. M. 
Do you not see ? why do you not use your "imag- 
ination ?" then these things would be clear. 

Art. 2. Of the proposed "constitution" reminds 
me of the fable in wbicb a donkey' iB represented 
as donning a lions skin, when he went around ter- 
rifying man and beast, but his master detected the 
deception by spying his ears. The article is not 
intended to be looked upon as a creed, but no con- 
gregation can be represented in said conference un- 
less they subscribe in full to that "article of faith." 
Then it is a summary of our belief which is a creed 
and we have no need of a creed so long aa Testa- 
ments can be purchased at five cents a copy. Thus 
to the vigilant eye though it be clothed in the garb 
of a "constitution" yet its oreed nature will pro- 
trude. 

Art. 3. Is an unnecessary piece of machinery be- 
cause the necessities of tbe occasion will bring for- 
ward the work for the "convention." 

Art. 4. Seeks the authority to "point out great 
and dangerous sins." I suppose such as going to 
horse races ! etc. Our "constitution" tells us to 
"abstain from the appearance of evil" so that we 
do not need an ecclesiastical hierarchy to "point 
out dangerous sins" but every one can turn to God's 
Word and find provisions for "dangerous sins" and 
where the Bible is silent we should not endeavor 
to improve upon it. 

Art. 5. Advocates the establishment of two 
bodies, one to consist of the ministers and the other 
of the Laity. Any one that is acquainted with 
church history knows that such bodies have al- 
ways been a fruitful source of division and the es- 
tablishment of such bodies would tend to separate 
the members and the clergy. 

A few years ago we rebelled against the decisions 
of such an organization and now why in the name 
of reason establish the very thing in our church 
that we have been contending against. If we 
can't get along without such things let us go to the 
G. B's. where we can have our satisfaction of them. 
Our conferences should be meetings in which the 
ministry and Laity assemble in common and ex- 
change ideas relative to the most efficient means 
of preaching the gospel; the relations of the 
church and the Sunday School. How to hold suc- 
cessful prayer meetings, etc. Instead of meetings 
and having one body to make a law while the 
other would accept or reject it : to meet in common 
and have a regular old fashioned social love-feast 
where the disposition of love would be cultivated 
instead of jealousy and hatred. Then people 
would go home from the conference feeling happy 
instead of revengeful and mean i that would be tbe 
difference in the two ways of holding a conference. 
The latter part of Art. 7. contains a clause to the 
effect that a "committee" "shall be appointed to 
execute the will of the conference. Perhaps some 
of you remember the time when a "committee" 
that was appointed by a conference vaited upon 
you, and I am certain you do not want another ex- 
perience of the same kind. 

Now I have humbly and candidly given you 
my opinion concerning the proposed "constitution." 
Hoping if I have said anything that is not in har- 
mony with truth you will correct it, so I close 
trusting that when you meet in conference but one 
idea will pervade every sentiment and that is the 
Glory of God. Humbly yours, 

E. L, Hlldkrbranw. 


"Ai In a Moment." 

Greatly coveted by Alpine tourists is the sight 
of a descending avalanche. Far up on the slope 
of the Wengern Alp, on tbe side which faces the 
lofty Jungfrau, with its crown of perpetual snow, 
is a little inn, built and maintained for tbe ac- 
commodation of those who come for no other pur- 
pose than to witness the avalanches that in mid- 
summer go thundering down on tho opposite face 
of the Jungfrau, and in full view across tbe deep 
ravine that separates the one mountain from the 
other. Here one can sit and see, amid the solemn 
stillness, the great mass of snow breaking loose 
from its supports far above. He can watch its 
motion, first slow and stately, then accelerated and 
impetuous, as it leaps lrom terrace to terrace in 
its descent from tho giddy heights where it was 
born. He can hear its continuous roar as it sweeps 
down over some long incline of the mountain side, 
and its deep thunder as it plunges headlong over 
some precipice of thousands of feet. lie can fol- 
low its every motion until it comes opposite bis 
point of observation, and the whole landscape 
seems suddenly transformed into wild chaos of 
descending ice and snow, intermingled with rubbish 
of earth and sand. He can follow it still, as it goes 
roaring down into the depths of the abyss below, 
and hear at last the dull, heavy thud with which, 
after its fall of ten thousand feot, it buries itself 
amid the debris of many avalanches that have 
preceded it in its course. 

But, whether seen here or elsewhere, there is 
one feature of the avalanche that always impresses 
the spectator, viz., its startling suddennesB. With- 
out a moment's premonition, when the sky is 
brightest and the air is stillest, there comes the 
sudden puff of snow, and the great ponderous 
mass is on its course of wreck and ruin. As we 
look upon it, the words of the Psalmist come in- 
stinctively into mind : "How are they brought in- 
to desolation as in a moment." So delicately 
poised are these avalanches that oftentimes the re- 
port of a pistol, or the shout from the human voice, 
or even the false step of a traveler, will put in 
motion whole acres of snow. One wonders that 
such great results should follow from so insignificant 
a cause. But we loose sight of the great preparatory 
processes that have been going on through weeks 
and months, the gradual loosening of supports, the 
secret dripping and wearing beneath, while all up- 
on the surface looks fair and inviting. We see 
only tbe insignificant factor that enters when al- 
most the last point of resistance has been over- 
come by the gradual process of disintegration, 
and little is wanted to complete the work of destruc- 
tion. ■ 

And is it not so with those moral avalanches 
that are taking place continually around us ? 
Every now and then society is startled by the 
sudden lapse into infamy of one whose name bad 
hitherto been above reproach and his characters 
above suspicion. We are astonished at the ap- 
parent insignificance of the temptations to which 
he has yielded. We are utterly unable to account 
for the sudden pusillanimous surrender of a citadel 
that we bad deemed impregnable. We are dispos- 
ed to sympathize, it may be, with a man who, in 
one moment of sudden temptation, has made ship- 
wreck of a pure conscience . and a good name, 
maintained through long years of fidelity to princi- 
ple. 

Ah, could we but look beneath the surface, we 
should see that in most cases these sudden falls are 
not so sudden after all. There has been a long 
preparatory process of moral disintegration, a 
melting away of virtuous principle at the base, the 
loosening of point after point of adhesion to right, 
slipperiness of thought and desire, where there waa 
studious conformity to rule in outward act, until 
the whole moral nature had been so undermined as 
to leave the man at the mercy of the lightest 
temptation that should play upon him. He who 
would escape the avalanche must guard against 
the first beginnings of moral obliquity that pre- 
pare the way for it. No man is safe who allows 
himself, even in imagination, to hold dalliance 
with temptation to that which is disgraceful or 
wrong. — T. D. Withbhspoon. 




